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Songs #1 B

The Amadeus Project

A selection of original music from
The Amadeus Suite
Music Guy Barker

— Interval —

The dZf Suite

Music Guy Barker
Words  Robert Ryan
Prologue

Overture: The T Dance

A Guy, Three Chicks and a Big Snake:

Part | : The Viper

Part Il : Three Ladies-in-Wanting
Part Il : Bird Carter

Part IV : Queen Righteous

Ghost Dance

Trick of the Night

On Temple Street

Many Splendid Things

Power Trip

The Last Waltz

Coda : Everything Happens to Bobby
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Text: Robin Lynam

In many ways this is a homecoming for The
Amadeus Project. The idea originated in Hong
Kong, a city which composer, arranger and
trumpet soloist Guy Barker has felt a special
affinity for since he first visited in the early
1980s.

By the 1990s Barker — the finest British jazz
trumpeter of his generation and a much lauded
classical musician — was a regular visitor to Hong
Kong. He appeared at least once a year at the old
Lan Kwai Fong Jazz Club with Georgie Fame, Stan
Tracey, and Clark Tracey’s bands as well as leading
his own, and on one occasion was a featured
soloist with the Hong Kong Philharmonic.

He also played side engagements on visits to town,
and one of these, in 1997 with Stan Tracey, was
among the last cultural events to be held at former
Government House before the1997 handover.

There he ran into the then Hong Kong
Philharmonic Musical Director David Atherton
who in 1989 had founded the Mainly Mozart
Festival in San Diego, California. As a result of
that meeting Atherton called him and invited him
to appear at the festival with the Quintet he was
leading at the time.

“Great. I'd love to,” Barker recalls. Then Atherton
said “It is the Mainly Mozart Festival and there
has to be a Mozart connection”. “Well, you can’t
jazz up the classics, because that’s awful, and
nobody should do that — apart from when Duke
Ellington and Billy Strayhorn did The Nutcracker
and made it work so perfectly. So | didn’t know
quite what to do,” Barker remembers thinking.

At this point Barker recalled an idea already
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mooted by one of the Jazz Club partners, Peter
Thompson — a knowledgeable opera lover as well
as a jazz fan.

“Peter suggested to me that | compose a suite of
jazz pieces inspired by characters from Mozart’s
operas, because, he said, the characters are
so colourful and the stories are so farcical that
there was scope to write something that would
represent the story. Peter sent me these synopses
of the characters, and suggested which ones
would work well,” Barker recalls.

Barker had his justification for playing the
festival. Assisted by Thompson’s notes he set to
work on a suite of pieces for a jazz quintet, and
when performed in San Diego the music was a
hit. Encouraged, Barker went back to England
and began composing more Mozart related
pieces. Then in 2006, the 250th anniversary of
Mozart’s birth, the Mainly Mozart Festival invited
him back.

“They asked me to compose an extension of the
suite for a bigger band — mostly Americans —
and | took Rosario Giuliani with me, the amazing
Italian saxophone player. That went really well,
and then the BBC commissioned me the same
year to do something for the London Jazz
Festival and somebody said it would be great if
| could find a story that | could base the music
on. At one point the movie A Bout de Souffle
(Breathless) was suggested, but then I kept going
back to Mozart and looked at The Magic Flute,”
says Barker.

Barker sent a synopsis of the story to his friend,
novelist Rob Ryan who came up with a 3000 word
retelling of the plot of the opera in the manner of
Mickey Spillane, set in New York in the 1950s. He
called it dZf, a contraction of Die Zauberflote, the
German title.

Originally the piece was intended to feature
dancers, but Barker quickly realised that there
was not enough time or money available to make
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such an ambitious production work. It was decided
instead to stage dZf as a radio broadcast in front
of a live audience, with narration by actor Michael
Brandon who had worked with Barker’s father, a
TV and movie stuntman, on the British TV series
Dempsey and Makepeace.

The success of the performance made a strong
case for a CD release, and it was decided that
it was logical to combine dZf and the original
Amadeus Suite, rearranged for the larger
ensemble, as a double disc release, also containing
a booklet with Ryan’s original story, under the title
The Amadeus Project.

Barker has since toured successfully with the
music in Britain and Europe, and tonight presents
its Asian premiere in the city where the idea
originated. The full cast of the recorded version
has travelled to Hong Kong for this performance,
comprising 14 musicians, narrator Brandon, and
author Ryan who will introduce the performance.
dZf will be performed in its entirety along with a
selection of music from the Amadeus Suite.

The project, started almost by accident, continues
to evolve. “The journey continues. A film producer
has said ‘You've got to turn this into a film" and
a great choreographer saw it and said he’d be
interested in trying to find a way of turning it into
another piece. Right now we're at this stage of
creating a staged piece that has choreography
and a film and a band on stage as part of the
set,” Barker explains.

“Composing and arranging music for large groups
and symphony orchestras is something that |
really enjoy, and it has taken me over | suppose.
Your instrument becomes the score paper, but |
still play every day, and when | get out on stage |
remember — Oh yes. This is what | started doing
this for,” Barker reflects.

Tonight’s performance of the Mozart inspired
music will be special.
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Biographies &

Guy Barker was born in
west London in 1957.
He studied briefly at the
Royal College of Music
before the steady flow of
assignments lured him
away. He served part of his apprenticeship in the
talent-producing National Youth Jazz Orchestra,
remaining with them until he was 21. At the same
time, Barker took lessons from the venerable
American trumpeter, Clark Terry.

In the following years, Barker worked with Sting
and Frank Sinatra while remaining committed to
his innumerable jazz outings. In the mid-1990s
he signed on to Verve Records, the label that
represented American legends Ella Fitzgerald and
Stan Getz. Barker’s debut album Into the Blue,
found its way onto the Mercury Prize shortlist.

Barker then gravitated towards larger-scale
compositions, in the process celebrating the legacy
of film noir — an apt obsession for a musician who
is the son of a stuntman and an actress. Barker’s
potential was evident in the extended composition
Sounds in Black and White — an homage to the
twilight realm of heroes, villains and anti-heroes
which was the centrepiece of his 2002 album
Soundtrack. Released on Provocateur, this project
brought Barker another Mercury nomination.

In 2007, Barker started a tour The Amadeus
Project in the UK which consisted of dZf —
a re-work of Mozart's The Magic Flute and
some pieces from the Amadeus Suite, both
commissioned by the San Diego Mainly Mozart
Festival. In 2007, Barker released the aloum The
Amadeus Project.
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Brooklyn native Michael Brandon studied acting in New York and Los Angeles.

His big break came in 1969 when he appeared with Al Pacino on Broadway in Does the Tiger
Wear a Necktie?. Since then he has worked in prestigious theatres like Long Wharf Theatre in
New Haven, Connecticut.

Brandon was recently nominated for a Laurence Olivier Award for his role as Jerry Springer in
Jerry Springer the Opera. He originated the role at the National Theatre and later opened at the
West End Cambridge Theatre, winning all four of London's Best Musical awards for 2004.
Brandon has worked extensively in film and on television. He is the narrator and voice of Hit
Entertainment's world-loved children’s classic Thomas the Tank and narrates documentaries for
the History Channel. He has voiced audio-books for best selling authors such as Jackie Collins
(Hollywood Wives, Lovers and Players), Martin Cruz Smith (Tokyo Station) and number one best
selling author Michael Connelly (The Lincoln Lawyer).
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One of the UK’s most in-demand lead trumpet players. Nathan Bray not only leads his own band
in recent jazz projects but also performs with McCoy Tyner, Oscar Peterson, Bill Bruford and Kenny
Wheeler. Bray has won the Kenny Baker Memorial Award, Yorkshire TV Young Jazz Player of the
Year Award and the BBC Big Band competition.
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Tom Rees-Roberts is rapidly becoming the trumpet player of choice for all studio, theatre and
creative music ensembles. Rees-Roberts has worked with Kenny Wheeler, Sam Rivers, Andrew Hill,
Quincy Jones, Hermeto Pascaol, Billy Cobham and many other musical greats.
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Byron Wallen is a band leader, composer and educator. He has recorded several albums as band
leader and his most recent, Meeting Ground, creates a fascinating fusion of jazz and Morrocan
Gnawa music. Wallen has performed with Andrew Hill, David Murray, Courtney Pine, Wynton
Marsalis, Freddie Hubbard, George Benson and has toured the world with Incognito.
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Italian native Rosario Giuliani is one of Europe’s most respected musicians. He has recorded four
highly successful albums and has been a featured soloist on many soundtracks, such as those by
Ennio Morricone. Apart from touring with his own quartet, Giuliani has performed with Kenny
Wheeler, Randy Brecker, Phil Woods and Cedar Walton.

BEMW - Hm3Hr | Graeme Blevins 52 7% Saxophone
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Graeme Blevins is a saxophonist and woodwind performer from Perth, Australia where in 2001
he was awarded the West Australian Music Industry Award for his “most outstanding contribution
to jazz”. Apart from jazz ensembles he has also worked with the Malaysian Philharmonic and the
Singapore Symphony Orchestras and is a member of the Delta Saxophone Quartet.

M [E=iEL | 487 | Per “Texas” Johansson = HE Saxophone
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Per Johansson is an outstanding multi-instrumental soloist, composer and band leader from
Stockholm. His band won a Grammy award for best Jazz Album with Alla mina kompisar.
Johansson has performed and recorded with The Swedish Radio Orchestra, The Stockholm Jazz
Orchestra, McCoy Tyner, Joe Lovano, Bob Brookmeyer, Barry Guy, Gerry Hemingway and the
Norwegian band Atomic.

15



16

BW - BE

BERERHENAERRR  2HARESEREIRENZR - BEENENRERE 7R -
+H R EHENER - BAE - #H 8k - X8 YRR - WEfFRFF - EAR B
oORET  RER - FRREEM - e

A saxophone and woodwind specialist, Phil Todd has played on literally hundreds of albums and
film soundtracks. He has performed with lan Carr, Mike Westbrook, Quincy Jones, Joni Mitchell,
Hermeto Pascaol, Henry Mancini, Colin Towns, Andrew Hill and McCoy Tyner.

Phil Todd fESHiE Saxophone
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A gifted trombone soloist, pianist, composer and arranger, Barnaby Dickinson first came to
prominence as a member of Tim Garland’s Underground Orchestra and Guy Barker’s septet.

He has performed with Dave Holland, Billy Cobham, Quincy Jones, Carla Bley, Tony Bennett, Colin
Towns, Geoff Keezer and Randy Brecker.
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Alistair White is from the new breed of great trombone soloists. In 1997 he won the award for
Young Jazz Musician of the Year and in 2006 he was described in Jazz UK magazine as “This
country’s next important trombone voice”. He has performed with Hugh Masekela, Quincy Jones,
George Benson, Sting, Maynard Ferguson, John Dankworth, Tony Bennett and many others.
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As one of the world’s great bass trombone players, Mark Frost has not only played with many of
the UK’s greatest brass bands — including Grimethorpe Colliery and the legendary Black Dyke
Mills — but also many of the country’s finest symphony orchestras.

Frost has also been invited to perform with several great brass ensembles in the US.
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Jim Watson started playing piano at age seven, and after years of classical and jazz training at the
Leeds College of Music and the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, he now leads his
own trio. He performs and records in a wide musical spectrum ranging from the sounds of Lalo
Schifrin, Herb Geller, James Moody and Peter King through to the styles of Zero 7, Katie Melua
and the Brand New Heavies, whom he worked with on the soundtrack to Ocean’s Eleven.
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After graduating from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Phil Donkin has become one of
the most sought after bass players in London, giving performances all over the UK and Europe.
Donkin has performed and recorded with Quincy Jones, Marc Copland, Gwilym Simcock, Peter
King, Bheki Mseluku, Ari Hoenig, Tim Garland and Jamie Cullum.
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Ralph Salmins has been the first-call drummer for every situation for many years now. His ability
to adapt to any style in any setting has been his trademark. Salmin’s list of collaborations prove
the point. He has worked with Quincy Jones, Colin Towns, Madonna, Matthew Herbert, Jon Faddis
and Van Morrison.
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Robert Ryan attended university in London. He was a natural science lecturer before moving to
journalism in the mid 1980’s — first with The Face and then the Arena. He also wrote for the
Daily Telegraph, US GQ, US Conde Nast Traveller, Esquire and the Sunday Times, eventually
becoming their Deputy Travel Editor. He left that role to help launch the UK edition of Conde Nast
Traveller, moving on when Headline bought his first novel.
Ryan has written 14 novels to date and still contributes to The Sunday Times and GQ.
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